INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
1,000 ovens in operation. "We have bought more than
2,000 acres of additional coal land/*
Coke, which had fallen during the panic period to
ninety cents a ton, jumped to three, four and finally five
dollars. At the latter price Prick's net profit was three
dollars per ton. A thousand laborers dug out his coal,
hauled it to blazing brick ovens, and baked it for forty-
eight hours until it turned into crisp gray lumps. At the
end of 1879, almost a hundred carloads of coke were
being shipped daily to the yawning Pittsburgh furnaces.
Prick's thirtieth birthday fell on December 19, 1879.
He supped and played chess with a cousin, then dropped
into his office for a look at the books. They told a grati-
fying tale. He whistled placidly as he walked around
the corner to his room in the Washabaugh House. He
was a millionaire.
The following spring, Prick and Andrew Mellon
toured Europe, returning in October. A few months
later Mellon introduced him to Adelaide Howard
Childs, youngest daughter of wealthy and influential
Asa P. Childs. They were married December 15, 188L
After some weeks in Washington, Baltimore and Phila-
delphia, they arrived in New York. Here came Prick's
introductory meeting with Andrew Carnegie and the
entrance of Carnegie Brothers & Co., into his coke
business.
The terms of the "partnership", so dramatically an-
nounced by Andy, had been worked out between Tom
Carnegie and Prick. As buyer and seller of coke, the
younger Carnegie and Prick had gotten along satisfac-
torily for several years* Tom Carnegie's talent-seeking
eyes had noted Prick's genius for management. At Tom's
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